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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

OCTOBER

Dear Friends in Christ:

In the newer Star Wars movies, Jedi Master
Yoda describes how his enemies, the Sith, work:
“always two there are: a master and an apprentice.”
Of course, the Jedi work the same way: there are mas-
ters and there are apprentices, learning and growing
in their discipleship. This is the practice of mentoring,
as powerful in our world as in Yoda’s world. We learn
from others and we teach others. In this way, we grow
as people, and as disciples of Jesus Christ.

Later on this month, we will hear in worship
how The Lord commissioned Joshua to lead the peo-
ple of Israel into the Promised Land. So ends the story
of Moses’ leadership, and the stage is set for the
book of Joshua, which describes Joshua’s leadership.
However, the story of Joshua begins long before the
book of Joshua. As Moses leads the people in the
wilderness, he calls on Joshua to go with him. The
Scriptures tell of Moses’ “young assistant Joshua”
who went up the Holy Mountain with Moses to receive
the law. Joshua learns from his mistakes as well, pro-
testing to Moses when unauthorized prophets speak
outside the camp (and Moses corrects Joshua’s mis-
judgment). Joshua is among those sent to spy out the
land of Canaan before they enter. And Moses (and the
Lord) tell Joshua as he takes leadership: “Be strong
and courageous!”

Scripture and the experience of the church is
full of such mentor-mentee relationships: Samuel and
David, Nathan and David, Elijah and Elisha, Ananias
and Barnabas who were mentors to Paul, then Paul
was mentor to Timothy and many others; John and an
early bishop, Polycarp, who was then mentor to
bishop Irenaeus, a great Father of the church.

As brothers and sisters in Christ, we all have
mentors and we all mentor others. This happens
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whether we intend to do so or not. But when we inten-
tionally enter into mentoring relationships, we dis-
cover a tremendous opportunity to learn and grow.
Our faith is deepened. Our experience enriches us as
Christians and as the leaders and mentors that God
calls us to be.

Who is your Christian mentor? Who brings
the Lord to you, and encourages you in your life in
Christ? Who holds you accountable as a disciple of
Jesus? To whom can you go for advice and under-
standing and wisdom?

To whom are you a mentor? Who do you en-
courage and bring along in your Christian disciple-
ship? Who learns from you? With whom are you shar-
ing your experience and leadership in ministry?

These questions are more than just good
leadership development (crucial to the long term vi-
ability of parish ministry). These questions are essen-
tial to Christian Discipleship. If Jesus sends us (his
disciples) out to make disciples, then these mentoring
relationships are the chief vehicle by which we honor
his commission.

The Sith used mentoring powerfully. Unlike
the Sith, however, the Jedi are not isolated masters
and apprentices. The Jedi masters work together in
council with each other, and they all work together
with their young apprentices and learn from them.
This is like the life of the church, where we encourage
and mentor each other. As we join together in the life
of discipleship, we build up the body of Christ, and
glorify God the Father.

Yours in Christ,

The Rev. Thomas C. Pumphrey
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Nurturing relationships with God and with each other in Christ.
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Sunday Volunteers

10/5 10/12 10/19 10/26 11/2

Greeter: Mary Chaplin ? ? ? ?
Ushers: Harry Jones John Costanzo Bob Schultz ? ?

Bob Shingle Harry Jones ? ? ?
OT Reader: Linda Jones Susan Holt Theresa Falcon | Peggy Kandle |Julie Schumacher
NT Reader: ? Linda Jones Sean Kaiser Lois Schultz Frank Weaver
Prayers: Joan Warnick |Julie Schumacher| Dorrie Smith | John Macomber |Mary Ann Kaiser
Acolyte: Alex Pumphrey Drew Kaiser Alex Pumphrey Drew Kaiser Alex Pumphrey
Refreshments: Sally Barclay ? ? ? Mary Ann Kaiser
Vestry Counters: Jim Wagner Tom Knight Jim Holt Dave Ohs Holly Weaver
Altar Guild: Peggy Kandle for the month of October
Sunday School: Silke Pumphrey, Alex Pumphrey, Sally Macomber & Marnie Ohs
Euch. Minister Sam Barclay Linda Jones Holly Weaver Jane Shingle Sam Barclay
Children’s Chapel: Gina Lane Kim Bencker ? Melynda Wagner No CC
Nursery: 10:15-noon | Silke Pumphrey ? Matt Clayton ? ?

? ? ? ? ?

Please contact Jim Holt to help in these ministries, or contact Kim Bencker for Children’s Chapel and Matt
Clayton for the Nursery.

Stewardship & Vocation

Our operating expenses through September were
$131,738, and our pledge income through Septem-
ber was $48,759.

Thanks to Frank Weaver for arranging to have the
undercroft floor stripped and waxed! It looks beauti-
ful!

Two major projects are underway at the
church. The exposed supports you have seen re-
cently due to the HVAC project will be covered in a
stained wood to simulate a large beam that extends
from the front to the back of the church. The AC
blower units, which are located in place of the old
closets will be trimmed out with stained wood enclo-
sures. The duct work that goes up from the blowers
will be encased in drywall and then painted and
made to look similar to the painted walls.

The handicap ramp and steps project is under con-
struction for the next several weeks. Sunday Wor-
ship will be held in the Undercroft until the new
ramp and steps are safely passable. Steve Siever of
SMS Construction will be the general contractor.

We will have a parish workday on Saturday October
4th at 9 AM. We have several different tasks that
need to be done around the grounds at the church
and we need your help.

The annual Stewardship Season is upon us. Look
for your pledge form and ministry form to arrive
soon. We would like to respectfully remind all pa-
rishioners that Stewardship is something that we all
must take seriously. Please pray about ways in
which you could increase your stewardship of St.
Mark’s by gifts of time, talent and treasure. God
has entrusted and instructed us to be good stew-
ards of what he has given us: which is everything we
have. How can you help make a difference at St.
Mark’s?

Tom Knight continues to do a fine job with the Fi-
nance ministry. Our yearly audit has recently been
completed and submitted to the Diocese. If you get
a chance, thank Tom for all his hard work.

Bill Devine has agreed to help Sam Barclay with ad-
ministration of the Cemetery ministry.
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Worship & Pastoral

Bring your animals to the Blessing of the Animals,
on the Feast of St. Francis, Saturday, October 4, at
10 AM in the Parish House Lawn. Come and stay for
the Parish Workday as well.

Mark your calendars for Choral Evensong, Sunday,
November 2 at 4:30 PM. This beautiful Anglican tra-
dition is a jewel of our liturgy, and our growing choir
is busy preparing. Bring your friends to this easy in-
troduction to the church. A reception follows down-
stairs.

Have you noticed the furniture in the worship
space? Our growing choir has pushed the Priest,
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Eucharistic Minister and Acolyte out of the front
choir pews to chairs near the pulpit. In order to fa-
cilitate better eye contact between the choir and the
director, the piano has been moved in front of the
choir pews as well. This has led to a question:
Where to place the lectern? Right now, we're trying
it in the center. This brings into the center the three
major pieces of liturgical furniture: the font, the al-
tar/table and the Bible. An alternative is to remove
the lectern and instead use the pulpit for both read-
ing scripture and preaching. What are your
thoughts?

Christian Formation

Adventurers’ Sunday School continues their exciting
journey through the ten commandments. Thanks to
the Adventurers for providing refreshments for their
Stewardship Sunday in September. The Adventurers
and the Younger Sunday School meet in the Parish
House at 9:30 every Sunday. For more information,
contact Marnie Ohs or Sally Macomber .

Come join us for Sunday Study this fall, at 9:30 AM
in the Parish House. This fall, we will have a series
of Bible Studies on Discipleship. We are called to
be disciples and to make disciples of Jesus Christ.

Service &

St. Mark’s Charity Night will be held Wednesday,
October 8th at 6:30 PM. We will be filling shoe-
boxes for Operation Christmas Child.

We have a new ministry project, “Bottle Caps for
Dupont.” We are collecting plastic lids from water,
juice, milk, iced tea containers, etc. These lids will
be sent to Dupont Hospital for Children and recy-
cled to provide free chemo to their patients.

St. Mark’s Outreach continues to aid those in
need through the donation of 10 bags of grocer-
ies and 9 bags of second hand clothes to Steeple
to People.

What does that mean for our lives? If you need child
care for infants and toddlers, come to the Parish
House and we will provide the care you need.

Contact Kim Bencker to help lead Children’s
Chapel—a young age version of the Liturgy of the
Word—the first half of our worship. Children’s
Chapel is held each Sunday during the first half of
worship, downstairs in the Church Building. Contact
Kim. Contact Matt Clayton to help with our youngest
members and guests in the Nursery.

Qutreach

3 prayer shawls were given to 3 people and 2 Pro-
ject Linus blankets to 2 children to comfort them
during their illnesses. Also to Project Linus—10
quilts and 32 crocheted blankets.

To Mychal’'s Message, 72 diapers were sent for
their “Baby Bloomers” project.

Six blankets and 36 items of children’s clothing
went to House of His Creation.

For more information about St. Mark’s Outreach,
please contact lvanna Freeman.



St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

1040 Chestnut Tree Rd.
Honey Brook, PA 19344
(Phone) 610-942-2365
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Evangelism &
Parish Life

Congratulations to Becky Freeman and Jamie Hartranft

who were married September 27!

Thanks to Joan Warnick for stepping forward as our new
Chair of Evangelism & Parish Lifel And thanks to Melynda
Wagner for three years of creative leadership in this min-
istry that is so important to our parish’s Mission and Vi-
sion. To help out with this and other Evangelism & Parish

Life ministries, contact Joan.

Thanks to Linda & Harry Jones for coordinating the Ice
Cream Social, and to Melynda Wagner and all those who

made the Parish Picnic a success!

Mark your calendars for Sunday, November 2, when we
will hold a Ministry Fair after worship. Each Ministry will
staff a table to share what's new and how you can get

involved.
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Christian Formation for all ages: Sunday, 9:30-10:20 AM (Parish House across the street)

Nursery for infants & toddlers: Sunday, 10:15 AM - Noon (in the church building) (child care is available during Sunday

School in the Parish House)

Holy Eucharist: 10:30 AM (with Children’s Chapel during the first half of the service)

OCTOBER
1, Wed Diocesan Deanery Meeting, Trinity,
West Chester, 7 PM
4, Sat Parish Work Day for Buildings &
Grounds, 9 AM
Blessing of the Animals, 10 AM
8, Wed Charity Night, 6:30 PM
11, Sat Vestry Meeting, 7:30 - 9:30 AM
12, Sun Evangelism & Parish Life meeting, Noon
DECEMBER
6, Sat Bell a deux Handbell Concert, 8 PM
13, Sat Vestry Meeting, 7:30 - 9:30 AM
14, Sun Bishop Lee Visits; Confirmation

NOVEMBER

2, Sun Ministry Fair after worship

2,Sun Choral Evensong, 4:30 PM

8, Sat Diocesan Convention, Philadelphia

15, Sat Vestry Meeting, 7:30 - 9:30 AM

17, Mon Christian Formation Meeting, 7 PM

18, Tues Daughters of the King, 7-9 PM

23, Sun Community Thanksgiving service, St.
Peter Catholic Church, 7 PM

30, Sun Advent Lessons & Carols, 4:30 PM

JANUARY

18, Sun Annual Parish Meeting

23-24, Fri-Sat Vestry Retreat

See more information at www.stmarkshb.ory.



